Chapter-2(Manual — 1)
Particulars of organization, functions & duties

2.1. Objective / purpose of the public authority.

The main objective of Wildlife Organisation is to provide protection to wild
animals by creating a network of Protected Areas and areas of active Wildlife
Management in wild and captivity.

2.2. Mission / Vision statement of the public authority:

The vision is to create a proper space for wildlife in the overall scheme of
things within the civil society and governance of State, a space that would be

suffused by our traditional values of care, concern and compassion for wildlife.

The two basic objectives are to reverse the trend of habitat fragmentation and
loss, and to generate stake holding and participation of the local people and sections

of society in the programme of wildlife conservation.
The elements of the vision are as follows:-

1. 10% of the geographical area of the state brought under the Protected Area
network comprising of Sanctuaries, National Parks and Community Reserves ( in

place of the present 4.2%).

2. 25% forest area of the state which qualify as prime elephant habitat within
the Eastern Indian Elephant Range managed as Elephant Reserve, and 10% forest
area which is prime tiger habitat managed as Tiger Reserve, 3/4™" the Tigers & 90%

of the Elephants are within the Tiger Reserve / Elephant Reserve.

3. Biodiversity conservation taken up at landscape level in a mosaic of forests,

agricultural fields, wetlands, coastal zones instead of being confined to PA’s only.

4. A vibrant and vigorous action research wing nurtured within the wildlife
organization. Adaptive management practice extensively informed by research

carried out here and else where.



2.3. Brief history of the public authority and context of its formation.

The state Wildlife Organisation come into being in 1974 as a sequel to
adoption of Wildlife (Protection) Act on 14™ August, 1974, and promulgation of the
Wildlife (Protection) Orissa Rules,1974. The Conservator of Forests, Development
Circle was designated as the Ex-Officio Chief Wildlife Warden, Orissa. In the year
1976. A distinct Wildlife Organisation was constituted with chief Wildlife Warden

being posted in the rank of Conservator of Forests.

The present Wildlife Organisation headed by Principal Chief Conservator of
forests (Wildlife) has a Field Director, Tiger Reserve, a Director, Nandankanan Zoo,
and 12 Wildlife Divisions each in charge of a Deputy Conservator of Forests.
Besides there is a Conservator of Forest (Wildlife), a Wildlife Conservation Officer, a
Deputy Conservator of Forests and three Senior Research Officers at the
headquarters to assist the Chief Wildlife Warden as staff officers. There are 20
Sanctuaries, each being a part of a wildlife division except in three cases, namely

Kotagarh, Lakhari and Karlapat Sanctuaries.

The Sanctuaries, a National Park and one proposed National Park constitute
the protected area network of Orissa which covers 6611.12 sq.km. of land area
which is 4.25% of the geographical are and 11.37% of the Forest area of the State.
Added to this is also a stretch of 20 km. wide marine habitat of 1408 sq.km. of

seascape in Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary.

Bhitarkanika was constituted as the first Sanctuary in the State under the
provisions of Wildlife(Protection)Act,1972 and was notified in April,1975. Other
sanctuaries to follow were Satkosia Gorge (1976), Hadagrh (1978), Similipal &
Nandankanan (1979), Baisipalli and Kotagarh(1981), Chandka, Karlapat and
Khalasuni (1982), Kuldiha & Balukhand(1984), Lakhari & Debrigarh (1985), Badrama
& Chilika — Nalabana (1987), Sunabeda (1988) and Gharimatha Marine Sanctuary
(1997). The Bhitarkanika National Park was finally notified in the year 1998, and the
notification of Similipal proposed National Park was issued in two phases in 1980
and in 1986.



One of the premier “large” zoos of the country, the Nandankanan Zoological

Park was established in 1960 over an area of 3.62 sq.kms. in a natural setting. The

zoo has 1109 animals of 151 species (460 mammals of 49 species, 536 birds of 75

species and 113 reptiles of 27 species) housed in 93 enclosures (Cages — 58,
Moated — 35).

For the effective preservation of wildlife the following conservation activities

have been operated year wise as follows:

Activities Year of launching

Project Tiger 1973

Crocodile Conservation 1974 - 75

Project Elephant 1991

Sea turtle Conservation 1976

Biosphere Reserve 1994

2.4. Duties of the public authority:
El. Designation of post Powers (Administrative, Financial,w
No. Statutory & Others)

1. | Chief Wildlife Warden Statutory authority to carry out various
provisions of Wildlife (Protection)Act. He is
“‘Head of Department” for  the
administration of wing and its programme.
2. | Director, Nandankanan Management and supervision of Zoo.
3. | Field Director, Similipal Tiger | Management and supervision of Tiger
Reserve, Baripada Reserve.
4. | D.F.O.(WL)-cum- Wildlife | In charge of management and supervision
Warden of sanctuary along with exclusive territorial
jurisdiction.

2.5. Main activities / functions of the Public Authority:

Following are main mandate to render service and improvising the same.

(a) Strengthening and enhancing the Protected Area network.

(b) Effective Management of P.As.

(c) Conservation of wild and endangered species and their habitat.
(d) Restoration of degraded habitats outside PAs.






2.8.Expectation of the public authority from the public for enhancing
its effectiveness & efficiency.
Expectation from the public is to mainly for interaction for peoples participation

in wildlife conservation and awareness amongst them to protect endangered

species.

2.9. Arrangements and methods made for seeking public participation / contribution.
Action has been taken for formation of Eco Development Committee / Van

Surakshya Samiti in adjoining areas of Sanctuary and National Park.



