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Edusat comes into orbit
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Bhubaneswar, Dec 1. Comne
January and technical stude
nts would have a lot to cheer
about. For, the techr 'cal in-
stitutes will be ready to uplink
to Edusat, India's first atellite
for ed*ication. .

The engineering col- i
leges have been direct-
ed to set up satellite
Interactive  terminal:
(SITs) at their ends to
be able to uplink with
Edusat and the main
hub centre at Cuttac)
once the installations
are complete.

The Directorate aof
Technical  Lducation
and Training (DTET)
has placed order with
the Indian Space Research Org-

anisation (ISRO) for a high

power transmitter. It vill cost
Rs 1 crore. The ISRO ¢ renily
has just three such tra;ismitt-
ers, two of which have been
booked by Tamil Na'1 and
Maharashtra, Orissa is - xpect-
ing the invoice from the ISRO
bytheend of themont);,

"The state-ol-the-arl trans-

mitter will be the first one to
be installed in the entire
Fastern  India"  Director,
DTET, R.N. Das said.

Once put in place, students
sitting in the lab of any in-
stitute of Orissagwill be able to
directly interact with a group

e

have an option to identify and

improve upon their weak

areas. Each institute will have
to spend about Rs 2.5 lakh to
set up the SIT. For State-run
engineering  institutes, the
State Government will bear
the cost,

The Biju Patnaik University
of Technology- (BPUT) has
already been entrusted with

\

of subject experts, They will ,

the job of developing content

for the satellite education curr-

iculum and selecting teachers
who would be given the task
of imparting education,
- The content will be in two
languages — English . and
Oriya.  Diploma  students
would have the curriculum in
% Oriya, while it would
S be in English for degr-
4 e engineering stude-
| nts. Das said BPUT is
currently drawing up a
list of subjects which
would form the curri-
culum, Subjects which
are weak areas of stud-
ents are being selected
by a group of experts.
The subjects are being
selected on the basis of
"a% semester results. |
. DTET is planning to make

teachers familiar with gadgets-

which they would be using
when the satellite education
commences. Two orientation
programmes are scheduled for

“them during January,

The hub centre for the en-
tire programme will be set up
at'Biju Patnaik Film and Tele-
vision Institute at Cuttack,



