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RightSID:

Every year the Human Rights Day is observed on 10th ef December across the
whole world. Broadly speaking, ‘Human Right’ means right to life, liberty,
equality and the dignity of an individual irrespective of caste, creed or sex. Human
rights are always natural. So these.need to ‘be protected for peaceful existence of
human life. The present political environment shows the vertical erosion in the
standards of fundamental human.rights. Thus, hereis the need for celebrating

Human Rights Day.

History of World Human Rights Day:

In the year 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted and
proclaimed the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR). The UDHR, states
this “term. signifies the right which belongs
equally to every individual: ‘It envisages that all
human beings are born free, equal in dignity &
rights and are entitled to enjoy all rights. The

declaration also talks about various civil,

political, economic, social and cultural rights.
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Since the above mentioned year World Human Rights Day is celebrated all over
the world. This day was also declared to raise awareness among those who are

deprived of their rights.

Celebration of Human Rights Day in India:

In India National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has been constituted under
Human Right Act'1993. This has been'the/ milestone of promotion and protection
of human rights in Indian society. Therefore, rightly the motto of Commission is

also “Sarve Bhavantu sukhinah”: O Lord! Let all beings be happy and healthy.
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Human Rights Day all over the country. The major thrust will be on non-

standards.” The day is also ‘celebrated to

This year India “is going to celebrate 61

discrimination. ‘“‘All human beings are born-free and equal in dignity and

rights”.

India has been striving to protect and promote Human Rights of its citizens. There
are certain issues of serious concern related to enjoyment of Human Rights. The
Human Rights issues in India relate to trafficking of women and children, food

security, right to education and health, disappearance of persons, displacement of
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persons due to disasters, conflicts and development, child labour, custodial deaths,
violation of Human Rights in prisons and the disabled etc. On these issues, the
Commission is not only dealing with individual cases but also issuing policy

guidelines for implementing agencies.

Steps taken by Government of Orissa:

In order to protect and promote Human rights of ‘the citizens, Government of
Orissa in collaboration with Orissa State Human Rights Commission is taking

various steps:

e Women. & Child Desks have been set up in many Police Stations in the

State to provide legal'redressal to the Women and child victims.

e Day to day trainings are imparted to the Police Personnel attached-to such

desks by the Departments of Home and Women & Child Development.

e Regular awareness campaigns are organized by both Government and non-

Government agencies on protection of Human Rights.

This rising awareness among women for
their rights and status isrresulting into the
reporting. of more and more cases of

torture of women in the Police Station.

No commission or no police station can

control every nook and corner of the

9 country. It is, we people and it is the duty

of every civilized and responsible person to rise on the occasion of this 61st
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Human Rights Day. This can be brought about only through general awakening.
This will make everyone understand the external values of life and dignity of an

individual irrespective of caste, creed, or sex.

For Help Contact:

ORISSA STATE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
Toshali Plaza Complex (2nd Floor), Satya Nagar,
P.O.: Saheed Nagar,

Bhubaneswar-751007, Orissa

Phone / Fax: (0674) 2564333/2390563

Website: http://nhrc.nic.in/

“Discrimination lies at the root of many of the world’s most pressing
human rights problems. No country is immune from this
scourge. Eliminating discrimination is a duty of the
highest order.”

Navi Pillay
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
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